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For the Religious Monitor, &c. 
Gop HATH A CHOICE IN THE SALVATION OF MEN. 


S the carnal mind enmity a- 
gainft God? Does enmity 
ever flay itfelf ? - Does enmity 
always reign, or is the mind al- 
ways carnal in the unregenerate ? 
Can good men flay enmity in 
thofe who have no grace? Can 
good angels flay it in thofe who 
are not new born? Can enmi- 


ty be flain by any but a divine 
almighty power? Can any ex- 


‘ert this divine almighty power 


but God only? And if he exert 
it, muft he not choofe to do it ? 
Does not this choice amount to 
eleGtion? What elfe do you 
mean by election ? 





For the Religious Monitor, &c. 
PERSEVERANCE or SAINTS. 


O faints perfevere to the 
end? Has Chrift Jefus 
undertaken to be their advocate ? 
Does he ever live to make inter- 
ceffion? Is he at the right hand 
of God, making interceffion for 
them? Is he faithful? Does 
he prove unfaithful in no in- 
ftance? Does the Father al- 
ways hear him? If théFather 


hears him, and the Son is al ways 
at the right hand of God, i i 
ing interceflion, and the Son is 
a faithful advocate for all whom 
he undertakes : how is it poffi- 
ble that a faint fhould mifcarry 
unlefs the father does net hear 
him, or the fon becomes unfaith- 
ful and negligent to the caufe 
he hath undertaken ? 





For the Religious Monitor, &c. 
On DEPRAVITY. 


[° man depraved? If he is 
not depraved, would he not 
be wholly fwallowed up in the 
fervice of God? But man is 
not wholly fwallowed up in the 
fervice of God, is confequently 
depraved. How much is man 
depraved : totally or partially ? 
If partially depraved, is he not 
partly unfit for heaven, and part- 
y unt for hell ? and fo can 


M 


confiftently go to neither.—— 
Would it be juft to fend a man 
partly good to hell? ‘Would it 
be proper to take a man partly 
vicar to heaven? Did Chrift 
die to redeem thofe who were 


party depraved, partly ungod-. 
y 


» partly loft, and thofe whe 
were but in a partially mifera- 
ble condition? Muft not fuch 
be partially redeemed, and their 

fongs 
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fongs be compofed partly of free 
grace, and partly ot debt? Muft 
they not fing, Not unto us, and 


sy | 
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to us be glory, for thy mercy 
and truth and our own inherent 
goodnefs fake ? 


For the Religious Monitor, €c. | 
An ADDRESS to tHe CLERGY. 


Brother Clergymen, 

UR hands are not tied that 

we may not write. We 
are not prohibited as yet giving 
freely our ideas on fubje&s 
which are our daily ftudy: fub- 
je&s of the moft unfpeakable 
importance to ourfelves and to 
our fellow men. Two of our 
benevolent fellow citizens (the 
Printers) offer their friendly af- 
fiftance. They have run all the 
rifk of beginning the publica- 
tion of a work of fuch ferious 
intelligence: and fhall it now 
die through our indolence ?-— 
Can we not redeem two hours 
fach in two weeks to fill up 
thofe pages, which may contri- 
bute to the morality of our 
country, to the falvation of men, 
and to the edification of chrifti- 
ans? Shall we negleét this moft 
favorable opportunity, while in- 
fidelity rears its awful brow ?— 
while atheifm is affiduoufly 
taught as the only fcience that 
can make man happy? Shall 
we lofe by our negligence, the 


grand opportunity of illumina- 
ting men in the glories ef im- 
mortality ? Never had men a 
better feafon to ftand forth in 
the caufe of God. Did there 
ever open upon men a nobler 
field in which to act than now 
prefents tous? Is there not a 
fair profpe&t of putting on a 
bright crown in the kingdom of 
heaven in now engagedly laying 
open the great truths of eternity? 
Do we not feed our own fouls 
whilewe are exerting ourfelves to 
feedothers? Let usthen awake, 
fill up the pages of a Monitor, 
with profitable, entertaining, 
and enlivening truths. Oppor- 
tunity once loft cannot be gain- 
ed. Each one caft in his mite; 
it will be but a mite a piece. — 
And yet O brethren, how know 
we but this mite will grow up 
into a crown in the great world 
of rewards? Come then, put 
to a helping hand, and leave the 
event to him who conduéts a 
univerfe. 
A FreLttow Lasorsnz. 


Tue DEATHS or tue APOSTLES. (From page 86.) 


St. SIMON was Lorn at 
Cana in Galilee. St. Luke calls 
him Simon Zelotes, alluding to 
his zealous, hot, or fprightly 
temper, ywhich exerted irfelf 
much after his converfion in the 
caufe of chriftianity. Or, it 
may be he was originally of the 
Jewith fect of Zealots, which 
began in Matthias the Maccabee. 


The gofpel hiftory gives us ve- 
ry littleof him. He is by ec- 
clefiaftical writers fent, after our 
favior’s afcenfion, into Egypt, 
Cyrene, Africa, Lybia, Mauri- 
tania, Britain, and Perfia, where 
in a city called Saunir (not now 
extant) they fay he was put to 
death by the ideiatrous priefts. 
Sr. JUDE, or JupDAs, was 
brother 
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brother to James the fefs ; he is 
alfo called Thaddeus, and Lab- 
bus; partly to diftinguifh him 
from Judas the traitor, and part- 
ly to denote his wifdom and zeal : 
for Labbzus is interpreted pru- 
dence or underftanding, and Thad- 
deus, one zealous in the fervice 
of God. St. Jude, after our fa- 
viour’s laft fupper, afked him 
what was the reafon, why he 
faid he would manifeft himfelf, 
after his refurrection, to his dif- 
ciples, and not to the world ? 
John xiv, 22. To which our 
favior replied in the next verfe. 
He is faid to have preached in 
Judea, Galilee, Samaria, Idu- 
mea, Arabia, Syria, Mefopo- 
tamia, and Perfia, where, after 
great fuccefs in the gofpel min- 
iftry, he was put to death by the 
magi. He was a married man, 
and two of his grand-children 
being reported to Domician to 
be related to Chrift, and defcend- 
ed from the houfe of David, that 
emperor, jealous of a co-rival 
in the empire, fusomoned them 
before him ; but when he faw 


|| 
they werd Howe harmlefs huf- 
bandmen; and wpon examina+ 
tion found that they expeéted to 
inherit no other kingdom of the 
Meffiah, than that he was gone 
before to prepage for his fervants 
in heaven ; dif@gified them with- 
out any fevere ufage, as below 
his jealoufies and fears. He 
wrote an epiftle, which retains 
his name in the canon of the 
new teftament, in oppofition to 
the errors of the Nicolaitans 


and the Gnofticks. 

N. B. * Nicolaitans, a fort 
of heretics in the apoftles times, 
fo called from. one. Nicholas of 
Antioch, who held a communi+ 
ty of wives.” 

“¢ Gnofticks, a fe& of here- 
ticks fprung up, A. C, 225, 
who arrogated to themfelves a 
high degree of knowledge in al} 
things: They held the foul of 
man to be of the fame fubftance 
with God; that there were two 
Gods, the one good, the other 
bad ; and denied the future 
judgment.” 


RELIGIOUS SECTS 


(Papifts concluded from page 87.) 
VIII. That there is a purga- 
tory, in which fouls are cleanf- 
ed by fire before they can be re- 
ceivedinto heaven, and that fouls 
kept prifoners there, de receive 
help by the fuffrages of the 
faithful. x2ft Cor. ili. 15. 

IX. That the faints reigning 
together with Chrift are to be 
worfhipped and prayed unto ; 
and that they do offer prayers un- 
to God for us, and their relics 
ate to be had in veneration. 


X. Thatthe images of Chrift, 


of the bleffed Virgin, the mother 
of God, and of other faints, 
ought to be retained in churches, 
and honor and veneration ought 
to be given unto them. 

XI. That the Pafors of the 
church have power to difpenfe the 
virtues and fufferings of the/faznts 
and thereby to abfolve from all 
fins, and the punifhment of fins ; 
to grant indulgencies, difpenfes 
with oaths, vows, laws, &c. 

_ The following ceremonies, are 
praftifed by the church of Rome. 

I They make ufe of the fign 
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of the crofs in all their facra- 
ments, to give us to underftand, 
that they have their whole force, 
and efficacy from the crofs. 


II. Sprinkling holy water by ' 


the Prieft on folemva days, is ufed 
likewife, by evefyone going in, 
or coming out of a church. - 
III. The ceremony of bleff- 
ing bells, is by the Catholics, 
called chriftening of them ; be- 
caufe the name of fome faint is 
afcribed to them, by virtue of 
whofe invocation they are pre- 
fented, in order that they may 
obtain his favor and prote€tion. 
_ IV. They keep 2 number of 
lamps and wax candles contin- 
ually burning before the fhrines 
and images of ihe faints. 
V. Fhey have a cuftom ef 
bowing at the name of Jefus. 
QUAKERS, A religious fo- 
ciety which began to be diftin- 
guithed by this name in England 
where it firft took its rife about 
the middle of the 17th century. 
George Fox was the principal 
inftrument of gathering this peo- 
ple intoa des fociety. The 
appellation of Quakers, was af- 


fixed upon them early by way of 


contempt. In their affemblies 
it fometimes happened that fome 
were fo {truck with the remem- 
brance of their paft follies, and 
forgetfulnefs of their condition ; 
others fo deep:y affected with a 
fenfe of God’s mercies to them, 
that they actually trembied and 
quaked. This name foon be- 
came general. Srrends, or the 
Friends of Truth, was the name 
they were commonly known by 
to one another, which they bor- 
row from primitive example, 


John, i. Gur Friends faiute thee. 


Religious Seéts. 


The principal points main- 
tained by the Quakers, together 
with fome of the moft material 
reafons they bring to fupport 
their fentiments, are compre- 
hended in the following furme- 
ry. 
; I. That God has given to all 
men fufficient light, which will 
work their falvation unlefs re- 
fifted ; that this Jight is not lefs 
univerfal than the feed of fix, 
and faves thofe who have not 
the outward means of falvation ; 
and that this /ighf is a divine prin- 
ciple, in which God as Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, dwells ; 
which the fcriptures call Chriff 
within, the hope of glory. 

To prove this point this de- 
nomination alledge, that accor- 
ding to this doétrine the mercy 


of God is excellently well ex- - 


hibited, in that none are necef- 
farily excluded from his favor ; 
that his jultice is demonftrated, 
in that he condemns none, but 
fuch to whom he offered the 
means of falvation. 

ad. That it agrees with the 
nature of the miniftry of Chrif, 
according to which the gofpel is 
to be preached to every creature. 

ad. It magnifies the merits of 
Chrift’s death, in that it not on- 
ly accounts them fufficient to 
fave all, but declares them bro’t 
fo nigh unto all, as to put them 
in the neareft capacity of falva- 
tion. 

4th. That it exalts the grace 
of God to whem it attributeth 
the {malleft good. ations. . This 
grace faves all who do not refift 
its divine impulfes. | 

(The remainder of this Se, 
will appear in our next.) - 
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Every Chriftian’s Affiftant. 93 


EVERY CHRISTIAN’s ASSISTANT. 


No. 


IV. 


Being occafional extras from Henry’s ** Method of Prayer.’"] 


F THE FourtH Parr. 
1 Get thee, O God, do we 

give thanks, unto thee do 
we give thanks; for that thy 
name is near, thy wondrous 
works declare. 

Thou art gracious, and full 
of compaffion, flow to anger, 
and of great mercy ; tho’ thou 
caufe grief, yet thou wilt have 
compaflion according to the 
multitude of thy mercies. 

Thou vifiteft the earth, and 
watereft it ; thou greatly enrich- 
eft it with the river of God, 
which is full of water ; thou 
prepareft them corn when thou 
haft fo provided for it: Thou 
watere(t the ridges thereof abun- 
dantly, thou fettleft the furrows 
thereof, theu makeft it foft with 
fhowers, thou ble ‘left the fpring- 
ing thereof ; thou crowneft the 
year with thy goodnefs, and thy 
paths drop fatnefs. 

The forrows of death com- 
paffed us, the pains of hell have 
got hold upon us, we have call- 
ed upon the name of the Lord, 
and have found the Lord is gra- 
cious and righteous, yea, our 
God is merciful ; we have been 
brought low, and he hath help- 
ed us, and hath delivered our 
fouls from death, our eyes from 
tears, and our feet from falling. 

When we were caft out in the 
open field, and no eye pitied us, 
thou faweft us polluted in our 
own blood, and thou faidit unto 
us, live; yea, thou faidft unto 
us, live; and the time was a 
time of love. 

God fo loyed the world, as to 


give his only begotten fon, that 
whofoever believes in him fhould 
not perifh,. put have everlafting 
life. When the fulnefs of time 
was come, thou did fend forth 
thy Son made of a woman, n-ade 
under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption 
of fons. 

In this was manifefted the 
love of God towards us, becaufe 
that God fent his only-begotten 
Son into the world, that we may 
live through him. 

God commendeth his love to 
us, in that while we were yet 
finners Chrift died for us, that 
we may be reconciled to him 
by the death of his fon. Here- 
in islove, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and fent 
his fon to be the propitiation for 
our fins, and not for ours only, 
but for the fins of the whole 
world; he tafted death for every 
man, that thro’ death he might 
deftroy him who had the power 
of death, that is, the devil. 

Worthy is the Lamb whowas 
flain, to receive power, and rich- 
es, and wifdom, ar. ftrength, 
and honor, and glory, and bleff- 
ing ; for he was flain, and@hath 
redeemed us to God. by his*load. 
He was delivered for our offene- 
es, fo he rofe again for our. j 
tification, and was declared te 
be the fon God with power by 
the refurre&tion from the dead. 

Our Lord Jefus humb!ed him- 
felf, and become obedient unto 
death,even the death of the erofs, 
therefore God hath highly exalt- 
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ed him, and given him a name 
above every name, that at the 
name of Jefus every knee might 
bow, and every tongue confefs, 
that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

We thank thee: that we have 
the f{criptures to fearch, and 
that in them we have eternal 
life, that they. teftify of Chrift, 
and that all {cripture is given by 
infpiration of God, and is pro- 
fitable for do@rine, for reproof, 
for corre&tion, and for inftruc- 
tion in righteoufnefs. 

Whatfoever things were writ- 
ten afore time, were written for 
our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the fcrip- 
ture might have hope: we have 


NOW take the liberty to 

communicate, to the public, 
my ideas re{pecting that paflage 
of {cripture, which is recorded 
in John’s gofpel, chap. iii, v. 
13. ‘* No man hath afcended 
up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the fon 
of man which is in heaven.”’ 

If my opinion is right. con- 
cerning the clergy in general, 
they have had wrong conceptions 
refpecting that text of fcripture, 
and not that only, but the great- 
eft. part of Bible at large: but, 
as human nature 1s liable to err 
in judgment, I have thought 
proper to commit my ideas to 
the Scale for further examina- 
tion. - The paflage of f{cripture 
mentioned contains fomething 
very interefting to a loft world, 
as well as myfterious. The 
words, you may obferve are,— 
No man hath afcended up to 


Objervations on Fobn iii. 13. 


this moft fure word of prophe- 
cy as alight fhining in a dark 
place. 

The vifion is not become to 
us as the words of a book that 
is fealed, but we hear in our 
own tongue the wonderful works 
of God. . 

We thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven znd earth, be- 
caufe thou haft hid thefe things 
from the wife and prudent, and 
haft revealed them unto us babes ; 
even fo father, for fo it feemed 
good in thy fight. We will blefs 
the Lordat all times, yea his praife 
fhall continually be in ourmouths 
till we join thofe who reft not day 
or night, crying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty. 


For the. Theological Scales. 


heaven, but the fon of man.— 
The conclufion I draw, from 
what Jefus Chrift faid, in the 
paflage quoted, is that thofe 
words had immediate reference 
to the faviour of the world, him 
whom the heavens mutt receive, 
until the times of reftitution of 
all things, meaning the fame 
fpirit, that came upon Chrift, 
when he was beptifed of John, 
in the river Jordan, when a voice 
was heard, faying, ‘‘ This is my 
beloved fon, in whom I am well 
pleafed.”” I have no apprehen- 
fion that voice had any reference 
to the body called Jefus Chrift, 
as being the fon of God: for I 
can reconcile the fcriptures in 
no fuch way, a®that body was 
not then afcended to heaven.— 
Therefore, 1 conclude from 
fcripture, that, that body was 
no more the favior of the world 


than any other human body, that 
ad 
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Maranatha. 95 


had been formed before his: for 
that which is born of the fleth, 
is flefh, and that, which is born 
of the fpirit, is fpirit. Marvel 
not at this! Jefus Chrift could 
not have been faved without 
fan&tification. He was fancti- 
fied and fent into the world.— 
He was a prophet like to others, 
only that the fpirit was given to 
him without meafure. I do not 
Jearn from fcripture that there 
ever has been a God of fiefh, or 
a God part flefh and part fpirit. 
I read of God manifeft in the 
flefh: but not God of fleth ; 
which, to fuppofe, would be 
making two Gods, one of each 
quality, and contrary to fcrip- 
ture, as the words are plain, 
there is but one living and true 
God, and he is the only favior, 
manifeft in the ficfth, who will 
finally be the God and father of 
us all, though at prefent he is 
not the God of the wicked: for 
if any man have not the {pirit 
of God he is none of his. Jefus 
Chrift was not the fon of God 
beforefan@ification. There was 
a time when he was unfan@ifi- 
ed, or there would have been no 
need of fan@tification. This is 
the cafe with all fouls which 
come into the world. They all 
need the fame fan&tification, or 
they can never enter into the 


kingdom of heaven. ‘“Notwith- 
ftanding, if Jefus Chrift had re- 
ference to himfelf, that is, his 
body, as being the fon of man, 
how would that agree with the 
old teftament, where we find, 
that Enoch and Elijah were gone 
into heaven. Here were more 
than one, and the paflage firft 
quoted fays there is only one, 
even the fon of man who came 
down from heaven. I do not 
learn from feripture that the 
body called Jefus Chrift came 
down from heaven. St. Paul 
tells us that flefh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of hea- 
ven: therefore we muft con- 
clude that the fon of man men- 
tioned in the paffage is not the 
body called Jefus Chrift; but 
the HolyGhoft which came down 
from heaven. This was the fon 
of man and this the fpirit man- 
ifeft in the flefh before the man 
called Jefus Chrift was born.— 
He came in the fpirit of Elias, 
and after the order of Melchife- 
dec. I with fome perfon, who 
has been baptifed with the Holy 
Ghoft and with fire, would un- 
dertake to convince me of my 
error, if any: but without the 
fpirit of God‘he will be altoge- 
ther unfit to judge in matters of 
a fpiritual nature. 


MARANATHA. 


No. 


il. 


How aftonifbing is the force of prejudice in warping the judgments 


of Men! 

FEW years ago our cler- 

gy were all praying for the 
univerfal theme of« Liberty and 
Equality, and that republican 
principles might fpread over 


Davip Oscoop, D. D. 


Europe, Afia, and Africa as 
they had done in America, that 
the whole world might be free ; 
and for the down fall of popith 
fuperitition and idolatry: Some 
were 
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96 Maranatha. 


were aftonifhed to fee how the 
force of prejudice had warped 
their judgments while we were 
contending for our rights ; but 
thefe fervent prayers were heard 
and our natural rights reftored. 
Thefe rights could not be fhut 
up in America, they flew acrofs 
the Atlantic,—* deftroyed the 
Baftite—liberated Belgium—— 
fcuied the Alps—inundated the 
plains of Italy—-mounted the 
walls of Rome--—broke her bars, 
and burnt her gases,”” which de- 
throncs the pope. Now fhall 
we lament becaufe thefe feeds, 
being tranfplanted in a foreign 
Jand,have grown rank, and have 
rooted out thofe poifonous weeds 


which defpotifm fowed in their 


gardens while our brethren were 
afleep ; if it is known ta anfwer 
the defign of providence as well 
as the former prayers of the cler- 
gy? But, ‘* The old pagan 
principle is revived oy.the rulers 
of France, fince their abolition 
of chriftianity.” The French 
have deftoyed that very religion 
our clergy prayed might be con- 
fumed! And, ‘France, by a 
mafterly piece of policy, [the 
decimal fabbath] have cut the 
fin¢ws of all religion.” If def- 
troying that one fect, the papitts, 
cuts the finews of ALL religion, 
all ought to lament, but if it on- 
ly cuts the finews of national 
religion, then national chriftians 
only ought to lament; and the 
difciples of Chrift rejoice, for 
their redemption draws nigh.— 
If changing the fabbath from 
the firftday tothe tenth,in France 
deftroys the fabbatizing of the 
people of God, then all ought 


to lament, but if it only chang- 
es the obfervance of days among 
thofe fuperftitious idolaters, | 
do not fee how it can cut the 
finews of ‘‘ pure and undefiled 
religion” in America. 

The fcriptures do: predict the 
down fall of {piritual Babylon, 
and France is confidered as the 
inftrumental ren rod in ftriping 
the whore, and pulling down the 
man of fin. But before this great 
and happy day, called the mille- 
nium, can take place, according 
to the fcriptures, great and ter- 
rible calamities muft come on the 


earth. The prophetic invitation is | 


To all the Fowls which fly in the 
midft of Heaven, Come and gather 
yourfelves together unto the Supper 
of the great God; that ye may eat 
the fiefh of Kings, and she ficfh of 
Captains, and the ficfh of mighty 
men, and the fief of horfes, and 
of them who mm on them, both free 
and bond, both {mall and great. 

As all events are brought about 
by fecondary caufes; what me- 
thod could be more likely to pro- 
duce fo great a flaughter, than 
the one now on foot? The flesh of 
kings & mighty men are provided 
for this fupper of the great God. 

The American people have 
acquired a name and a rank a- 
mong the nations ; and the fine 
word chriftian republic may puff 
up the vanity of a national chrif- 
tian, but.can never ward off the 
impending judgments of an an- 
gry deity, nor atone for the ma- 
ny heinous crimes of enflavis 
thoufands of the poor Africans, 
which we muft be accountable 
for as a republican nation. 


(Te be continued.) 











































